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Fig. 1 The aquaculture productions of turbot in China and other global culture countries
excluding China.
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Table 1 The numbers of hatchery, tank area in square meters and individuals of seeds of turbot

produced from 2009 to 2011 in China.
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Turbot culture in China for two decades: Achievements and prospect

LEI Ji-lin LIU Xin-fu GUAN Chang-tao

(Marine Fish Breeding and Biotechnology Laboratory, Yellow Sea Fisheries Research Institute,
Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences, Qingdao 266071)

Abstract: Turbot Scophthalmus maximus, a marine finfish with fast growth and strong tolerance
to cold water temperature, is the most commercial cultivated flatfish around the world with the
highest annual aquaculture production. From its introduction into China in 1992 to now, its
aquaculture has developed into one of the most dominant marine culture industries in China with
an annual production of more than 60 thousand tons. The progress and achievements on the
industry development, seed production, selective breeding, culture models, nutrition requirements
and artificial feeds, diseases prevention and control, processing and quality control, market and
aquaculture economy during the past two decades, is reviewed. Further research and industry
development priorities in turbot culture are also suggested. This paper also provides the necessary
referential information for the development of turbot culture in China.
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